
CABINET MEMBER DECISION: To seek approval for 
additional financial support for Homes for Ukraine Sponsors

KEY DECISION not published in the Forward Plan

Gloucestershire
County
Council

The following key decision will be considered by Cllr Mark Hawthorne, Leader of 
Gloucestershire County Council under the Council’s Special Urgency Rules. Because 
the decision is urgent, it has not been possible to publish details about the decision 
on the Forward Plan.

Recommendations

That the Leader of Gloucestershire County Council:

1. Approves the allocation of additional funding:

a) of £360,000 to enable all existing and new HFU sponsors participating in 
the Homes for Ukraine Scheme who agree to continue sponsoring beyond 
the initial six-month period to receive an extra £100 per month (months 7 to 
12).

b) of £225,000 towards the energy costs of

i. existing and new HFU sponsors participating in the Homes 
for Ukraine Scheme as described above, £125 per 
household per month during November and December 
2022 and January 2023 (maximum £375 per household). 

ii. Ukrainian guest households who find private rented 
accommodation for a minimum 6-month assured shorthold 
tenancy (AST) without accessing financial support from 
District Councils. This would apply during the months of 
November and December 2022 and January 2023 only.

on the basis described more particularly in paragraph 12 of the report (Option 
1).

2. Delegates authority to the Director of Public Health, in consultation with the 
Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care Delivery, to consider and, if appropriate, 
approve additional support options (below the key decision threshold) for HFU 
sponsors through the HFU scheme funding (in line with current and future HFU 
Guidance).



Reasons for invoking special urgency procedures (as set out in the Council’s 
Constitution, Rules on Access to Information About the County Council’s Formal 
Business paragraphs 18-19 and Call-In Procedure Rules, section 10)

This decision is urgent in order to support sponsors to continue with their hosting 
arrangements beyond the minimum six months period. The rising cost of living 
including huge energy increases has left many sponsors concerned that they will not 
be able to manage the additional pressures that hosting puts on their household 
budgets.

If many sponsors decide to withdraw from the scheme after the initial six months this 
will put increased pressure on the county’s available ‘re-matching’ resources and on 
our wider housing resources and also be very unsettling to Ukrainian guests when 
they have already been through so much. 

By offering additional support to sponsors we hope that this will enable more of them 
to continue with their hosting arrangements beyond the minimum six-month period.  

County Council and District Council partners are actively looking at all housing and 
support options to enable guests to safely move on to independent accommodation 
when they are ready to do so.  

Signed: Chief Executive

Steve Mawson, Deputy Chief Executive and Executive Director of Corporate 
Resources on behalf of Pete Bungard, Chief Executive 

Date: 22 September 2022

In accordance with the Council’s Special Urgency Rules, the Chair (Cllr Cllr Stephen 
Hirst) and Vice Chair (Cllr Lisa Spivey of the Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee, and 
the Chair of Council, Cllr Alan Preest, have confirmed their agreement that the above 
decision can be taken as a key decision under the Council’s Special Urgency Rules. For 
the above reasons, the decision will require urgent implementation, without pre-
implementation review.


